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Ramsey First for the Festive Season  
Getting ready for Christmas?  Dreading the stress (and expense) of the superstores?  Then take a look at pages
4 and 5. You will be amazed at how much you can find here in Ramsey – not just for Christmas, but all year
round.  Remember, Ramsey shops and businesses will take the time to look after
you, help you find what you need, and they offer a fine range of goods and
services.  Give them your support.  Think local – Shop local. Take the map on our
centre pages with you when you shop....and enjoy!

Christmas Lights in Ramsey began some 37 years ago when the then Chamber of
Trade erected an illuminated Christmas tree in the Great Whyte. Gradually the
display has been enlarged and developed so that now the High Street, most of
Great Whyte, and recently Church Green and the Almshouses are now
illuminated. 

This year’s switch on will be on Saturday 2nd December
when there will be entertainment by local children, and a
number of stalls from local organisations.  The switch on will
be in the early evening culminating with a firework display
illuminating the sky above the Christmas lights.

Ramsey Christmas Lights Facts:

More than 2 1/2 miles of cable

Approximately 3000 
coloured light bulbs

3 - 4 weekends to set up

1 weekend to strip it all out 

Maintenance/ repair/ making 
up new displays goes on 
throughout the year

£8000 needed each year
through fundraising

A community event - help
always needed (you don’t have
to go up a ladder and the mid
morning breakfasts are
superb!)

Call: David Denman on 01487
813 976 or 01223 814 068.

Two new regular sections: 
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Ramsey 

Business       Matters
The Ramsey Town Centre Partnership’s work is focused on
economic development. We offer support and information to the
business community and work with partners to add strength to
a whole range of projects. We hope this new section, Business
Matters, will be a useful addition. As always, we welcome your
input. If you can contribute to this section in any way, perhaps
with information to share, points to raise, or if you would like to
be involved in our business and work related projects, please
do get in touch. 

Business Support Initiative
We are forging links with a range of business clubs, support
agencies, and advisory services to provide you with information
and opportunities to take advantage of what they can offer. Call
RTCP if you need any additional information:

Cambridgeshire Chambers of Commerce –
offers a wide range of services, support and opportunities to
member companies. Tel: 01223 237414. Email:
enquiries@cambscci.co.uk

Huntingdonshire Business Network
HBN represents many businesses in the Huntingdonshire area.
The network meets once a week on Friday; on the third
Wednesday of each month, plus a networking evening on the
4th Tuesday of every month. To make a reservation and more
information contact Graham Buck, 01480 437320. Email:
formalevents@hbn.org.uk

Cambridge Enterprise Services hold regular
advice sessions at 39 Great Whyte for people who are thinking
of starting their own business as well as for existing businesses
who would value an independent revue of their current
business practices. Contact Kelly Horn on 01480 450028 to
make an appointment. Advice and information also available on
www.cambsenterprise.co.uk 

Business Link provides practical advice for business on
a wide range of topics: www.businesslink.gov.uk 

www.huntsdc.gov.uk has a wide range of
information and links for business and work related issues.

Job Centre Plus is also another good source of
information and support. Programmes such as Work Trial,
Subsidised Employment and New Deal are innovative projects
for employers and job seekers alike. More information is
available on www.jobcentreplus.gov.uk or call 0845 606 2626
7.00am – 11.00pm, seven days a week, or you can call into 39,
Great Whyte on their Tuesday session (see below).

Ramsey JobSearch. A Ramsey Town Centre
Partnership project, manned by volunteers who hold a session
for job seekers every Monday at the Ramsey Community
Information Centre (RCIC) from 10.00am – 12 noon. Businesses
can place their vacancies free of charge. Job seekers can
register and search for available local work. This is a free
service.  For more information or to register your vacancy,
contact Vera Woolmer on 01487 813612. JobSearch is always
keen to hear from volunteers who would like to help run the
scheme. Full training is available; just give us a call as above. 

Supporting the JobSearch scheme, Job Centre Plus holds a
Tuesday session from 10.00am – 12.30 pm, and on Thursdays
Connexions provide advice and support for young people aged
13 – 19. Contact Val Fendley at RCIC on 01487 815213 or Vera
Woolmer as above.

www.J4b.co.uk gives information about available
grants and funding. There is a wide range of funding pots out
there – this is a very good way to find your way to them. 

PRIME – is the only national organisation dedicated to
helping people aged over 50 set up in business. There is a wide
range of information and opportunities on their website:
www.primeinitiative.org.uk or you can email prime@ace.org.uk
or call: 0208 765 7833.

Training Opportunities
Primum (part of Business Link) is offering a free Training Needs
Analysis to small and medium size companies in the Finance,
Hospitality, and Retail sectors. Following a one to one
consultation on the premises, businesses will be given a report
identifying training courses and providers that fit their needs.
This report is free and comes with no obligation. There is also
the opportunity of funding for training through this scheme. For
further information, and to book a consultation, contact Vera
Woolmer at RTCP on 01487 813612.



Grants Available for Ramsey Shopfronts
The first projects from the first year of the Ramsey Shopfront
Improvement Scheme have now been completed and the repair
and redecoration of several premises on the west side of Great
Whyte have had a very positive effect on the appearance of the
street – and hopefully a positive effect on trading too!

A number of other projects have been offered grant assistance
through the scheme or are still being negotiated. There are still
some funds left for allocation before the end of March 2007.
Shopkeepers or owners interested in a project to redecorate,
repair or replace existing shopfronts should contact Chris
Surfleet or Jonathan Duck at Hunts District Council for
assistance and further information. The number is 01480
388444. Grants vary from 50% - 75%, so it is well worth getting
in touch!

Fire Risk Assessment
If you own a building or are the responsible person for any non-
domestic premises, an employer or self-employed with
business premises, a charity or voluntary organisation, a
contractor with a degree of control over any premises or any
place to which the public have access, then you need to act
now as new legislation will affect you. From 1st October 2006,
a new Regulatory Reform Order (2005) came into force meaning
you will are required to carry out a Fire Risk Assessment on
your building. Non compliance carries up to a £10,000 fine. Self
assessment is possible, and details can be found on
www.communities.gov. The Offices and Shops Guide, Fire Risk
Assessment is available from PO Box 236, Wetherby, LS23 7NB
(cost not available at time of writing), and there are commercial
companies who will carry out an assessment for you at a cost.
Huntingdon Fire Service cannot carry out the assessment but
will give advice where possible. Their number is 01480 433297.

Waterways Festival. The 2007 National Festival &
Boat Show will take place over the August Bank Holiday
weekend at Hemingford Meadows, on the River Great Ouse, St
Ives. Whether you are in the hospitality, retail, tourism, or any
other line of business there’s a good chance that you can
benefit from the thousands of people expected to come and
stay (some for a week or more) in the region. There will be trade
and craft stalls, exhibition stands and much more. RTCP will
keep up to date with information as it becomes available.

www.ramseytowncentrepartnership.org.uk is the
RTCP website where you will find information on Ramsey and the
Ramsey area, past issues of Ramsey Matters, the Town Centre
Business Directory, Ramsey Area Information Pack, What’s On
and more. If you would like a link (it is a membership benefit) just
let us know. Feedback, ideas, new topics always welcomed. 
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The Ramsey Community Information Centre at 39 Great Whyte, Ramsey is an Access Point, which means that
there are two FREE to use computers with internet and email facilities. Check opening times on 01487 815213.
Further free to use computers are available at Ramsey Library. Check opening times on 01487 812575 

Winners of the raffle held at the
September Farmers’ Market 

All prizes have been claimed. Funds raised for carnival
float costs.

Prize Ticket Number
1st Guitar 93 
2nd Hors d'oeuvre dish 53 
3rd Roving Microphone 10 
4th Photo frame 99 

Prize Ticket Number
5th Clock 148
6th China Egg Trinket box 14
7th Coffee maker 83
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We welcome your comments. If you would like to see a particular subject or interest published 
in our next issue please contact the Ramsey Town Centre Partnership Co-ordinator,

39 Gt Whyte, Ramsey, Cambs, PE26 1HH, tel 01487 813612 or email rampart@btinternet.com.
Website: www.ramseytowncentrepartnership.org.uk

Whilst every effort has been made to ensure accuracy we cannot accept any liability for errors or omissions.

Ramsey Farmers’ Markets 2007
Markets are held on Great Whyte from 8.30am to 2.00pm.

These events are part funded by the Fens Food & Flower Festival Project with the aid of The European Union, Lead+, Fens Leap Leader+, Lincolnshire Fenland, Defra,
Fens Tourism, South Holland District Council and Boston Borough Council.

Last Farmers’ Markets for 2006

Our Christmas Farmers’ Market will be held on Friday 8 December.  All the usual fine produce – but
with a Christmas theme.  Come and stock up on all those extra special goodies.
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Please cut out and keep for 2007.
Look out for thespecial Sundaymarkets.


